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( DO IT YOURSELF ) 

Welcome to  2022!  We hope you’re finding warm and fun ways to enjoy the winter season. In this edition of the DIY  
newsletter learn about woodworking from Alan, enjoy some fiber arts with Eva, see what Brittany has been doing   
and much more. New additions to DIY are always welcome. If you’d like to submit an article, send an email to  
jcampbell@ccs-vt.org.  
                                                                                                                                                        Sincerely,  
                             Julie Campbell, Editor 

Winter at CCS 

    Providing essential supports to people with intellectual disabilities and autism, 

building a community where everyone participates and belongs. 

 The Celebration of  Trees  

 By Andy and Lucy   Photos by Lucy   

    During Global Campus, we were  
   looking for a community  project.  
   Pam read in Seven Days about the  
  Celebration of Trees.  She spoke with  
  Erin, who oversaw the event.  It was a 

fundraiser to get money for ANEW PLACE, a residence for the 
homeless.  We needed to decorate an artificial Holiday tree with a 
theme. 

     

Our group came up with many suggestions, and they were put in my cap for me 
to pull out the winner. My suggestion was Star Wars, but the one I pulled out  
was, The 12 Birds of Christmas. Maybe mine will win next year. We created 
handmade bird ornaments, and a group of us met at the University Mall to   
decorate the tree. We added a bunch of nice gifts that the winner of the tree 
would also receive.  

 

Thirteen trees were donated.  Anyone from the community could buy a ticket 
for the trees of their choice for $1 each. We heard that over $3,000 was raised!  
It was awesome that one of the winners was CCS’s Emily Kitteridge.  

Congratulations Emily!  

Enjoying a group picture at the    
University Mall   

Holiday tree  
with beautiful 
birds. 

   CCS parking lot hearts.  Photo by  Emily A  

A winter visitor to the CCS Intentional     
Garden.  



Jessica’s Pet Corner   
 

               Meet Rachael’s Pet   
  by Jessica & Kristi      Photo by Rachael 

  
 Minue (Mimi) came from Rachael's partner’s 

cousin as a temporary visitor and turned into a permanent  
resident. When Mimi was a kitten, she arrived in the U.S. from  
Canada and needed a passport to cross the border.   
  
Mimi is from a rare pedigree breed of domestic cats. Nebelungs 
were created in the 1980’s and are known for their silky fur 
coat. They are sometimes mistaken for the longhaired Russian 
blue breed. Nebelungs are one of the newer and harder to find 
domestic breeds. Their personality is lively, playful, affectionate, 
good natured and intelligent and they’re low on the hypoaller-
genic scale.  
 
Mimi turned seven in November. She likes to play fetch with her 
favorite mouse toy. Her all-time favorite toy is Harold the blue 
fish. Mimi has learned how to open her own bag of toys without 
any help.  
   
Mimi talks to her parents and is very much loved. Mimi returns 
the favor by spoiling her family.  
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    Keeping us Beautiful—An  

    Interview with Brittany  by  Julie 
                       
 Where do you work?  I’ve been working as  
  a  Sales Associate for JC Penney for 6 years.   

 
How did you learn about your job?  Through Justin’s wife.  She 
was working for CCS at the time.    
 
What are your job duties? Taking care of all the clothes in the 
women's fitting room. This takes a while but its good exercise. 
My favorite job duty is helping the customers.  
 
Have you always liked fashion?  Yes, I took a fashion class 
when I was living in Maine.   
 
How many days a week do you work?  Usually 3 days - some-
times more. It goes by fast and its fun. I was at work on Black 
Friday and it was very busy.  
 
Have you got to meet a lot of new people on this job?  Yes, we 
get a lot of people traveling through the area. I met a shopper 
from Ireland and several from New York.  
 
Since the pandemic how has your job changed? I had to stop 
working in March 2020 but started working again in August. I 
was glad to get back to work.  

DIY Art Gallery             
             Champlain Voices Update    by Emily A  
       
  Happy Winter Everyone!  This past December Champlain Voices had  
  another wonderfully dramatic election. “Yeah, it was dramatic!” says  
  Greg. On January 3rd concession and acceptance speeches were made and 

the power, as needed, was transferred.  Here are our 2022 officers: 
 
     President Hasan (former GMSA Correspondent), Vice President Whitley (incumbent),  
     Secretary Thomas (incumbent), and Treasurer Nicole (former President). 
  
 We want to thank Josh for being an awesome and innovative Treasurer last year! This   
 was a new learning skill he’d never done before and, because of him, we now have a 
 checking account and debit card. “Being treasurer was a challenge, but I had a lot of fun 
 doing it” says Josh. And Jess, former treasurer, says “I ran again this year for Treasurer 
 and I’m going to run again next year.”  
 
 Breaking news! Whitley was appointed our new Green Mountain Self Advocates          

Correspondent and started attending the GMSA board meetings as a member of the 

board. We are all very excited for her to take on this new leadership role. “I was a little 

nervous, but it felt good” says Whitley. 

We’ll end with some words from our secretary, Thomas. “Whoever thought that as a high 

school student I would end up being a part of Champlain Voices and then a student in the 

Bridging Program and NOW, I’m the peer mentor of the Bridging program!” 

Butterfly by April   

 Party with Friends by Mark  

Dragon by Brittany  
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     Staff Anniversaries & Milestones  
 
The following staff celebrated years of service this 
winter. Congratulations and thank you for your dedi-
cation.  
 
2 Years:   Laurie & Wendy   
4 Years:   Morgan   
5 Years:   Eva, Finlay & Roxy    
6 Years:    Marcia    
8 Years:     George  
15 Years:   Mike   
 
Shared Living Providers:   
1-5 yrs:    Gail Cameron, John Clark, Kara Dowling,  
                  Scott &  Julie Elkins, Jorge  Gonzales, Pat     
                  Grenier, Josh Jones, Hilery Kenyon, Joan 
                  Ladouceur, Shawnae Langlois, Rachael 
                  Lebeau, Liz Leggett, Max Mirabile, David 
                  Mumley, Ginger Santor, Cathy Stech,   
                  Carol Tessier & Carolina Warren  
6-10 yrs:   Kristen Elwood, Nicole Giard- Jeter, Kayla  
                  Kizziah, Heidi Miller, Joy & Joshua Reding 
                  ton, Cindy Sheldon, Debra St. Armour,  
                  Paulette Thibault and Stacey Towers  
11-15 yrs: Pam Cook, Mimi DesOrmeaux, Eve Duff,     
                   Claudette Kosa, Anna Mudgett, & Randy                       
                   Sightler  
15-20 yrs:  Kevin O’Brien   

     CCS Events  

CCS will be closed on:  

February 21st — President’s Day  
March 4th  —  All Staff Inservice Day  (Closed for Services)  
 
April 19th— Annual Lunch, Doubletree in Burlington  
 
Check out the CCS virtual activity calendar at:  
http://ccs-vt.org/virtual-activities/ 

   An Interview with Alan   By Kristi and Jess     photos by John    

 

 How long have you been doing wood working projects?  I started in October 2021.  

 

What have you made? An outdoor work table with a trellis, a raised garden bed, 
birdhouses, hat shelves, cup holders for a car, a wall mounted shelf for my bedroom, and a laundry table.  
 
Where did you learn your woodworking skills?  I had some previous experience at the C.V.S. workshop. Currently I work 
on wood working projects one day a week with Jonathan Gilbert. Together we are working on orders from January 
through April.  
 
Where do you work on your projects?  Most of the projects are being created at Heartbeet Life Sharing in Hardwick, VT. 
This is a vibrant life sharing community in the Northeast Kingdom. They have a large workshop.  
     
What type of wood do you work with? All kinds of wood (oak, maple, pine and cherry). Refurbished or wood that is   
given to me.  
 
Do you have a lot of wood working tools or do you use someone else’s?  I have a few small woodworking tools. I       
borrow the bigger tools from the Heartbeet workshop.  
 
What do you do with the items that you create? I’ve made items for my home, family and friends. I sell 

them for the cost of materials and a little extra for the time it takes to create my artwork. Please contact 

Alan to place an order.     

    My Fiber Arts Class     By Eva            Photos by Lucy  

                                  
I recently learned to weave on a loom with yarn and beads. I also 
created two Batik designs. This was taught by Alexandra though 
Inclusive Arts Vermont.   
 
Batik is done by making a design with glue on a piece of white   
fabric. When it dried, I painted over the entire piece with fabric 
paint. After this dried, the work was ironed between a paper bag 
and washed in warm water. I was afraid the design would wash out 
completely, but after scraping off all the glue, the design I created 
was still there. This was a very fun class!  



512 Troy Avenue 
Colchester, VT 05446 

DIY c/o Champlain Community Services 

512 Troy Avenue 
Colchester, VT  05446 
Phone:  802-655-0511 

Subscribe to our D.I.Y. Newsletter! 

Black & white copies are free. Make a 

contribution and receive a color copy. 

Submit your stories, photos, ideas to: 

jcampbell@ccs-vt.org 

Visit us on the web! 

ccs-vt.org 

Our Mission & Vision: 

Champlain Community Services provides essential 

supports to people with intellectual disabilities and 

autism, building a community where everyone par-

ticipates and belongs.  

 

CCS is in its 54th year of serving our community, 

and offers coordinated one-to-one supported em-

ployment, home & shared living, school-to-career 

transition, and community supports. 


