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( DO IT YOURSELF ) 

Welcome to  2021!  We hope you’re finding warm and fun ways to enjoy the winter season. In this edition of the DIY  
newsletter learn about woodworking from Randy, go skiing with Jordan, enjoy some of Scott’s artwork and much more. New 
additions to DIY are always welcome. If you’d like to submit an article, send an email to jcampbell@ccs-vt.org.  
    
                                                                                                                                                     Sincerely,  
                             Julie Campbell, Editor 

Winter at CCS 

    Providing essential supports to people with intellectual disabilities and autism, 
building a community where everyone participates and belongs. 

 Matt keeping Santa’s mail safe on Church Street  

                 Got Snow?  
         An Interview with Jordan               
                   By Paige and Jordan  
 
    Jordan loves to share skiing stories with staff and peers at   
    CCS. She loves the snow and was excited that we finally 
    had sufficient snow for her to enjoy one of her favorite   
    sports.  
 

  When did you first start skiing?   When I was 4 years old.  
 
Was it a difficult sport to learn?   It was...the hardest part was not using poles! 
 
Do you prefer cross country or downhill skiing?  I like to downhill ski.  
 
Where do you like to go skiing?  I ski at Smuggler’s Notch.  
 
Do you ski with family?  Yes, I ski with my Dad.  
 
Have you been able to go skiing since the pandemic started?   Only once so far 
this season.  
 
How has skiing changed for you with the new pandemic rules?  
There were some changes. You have to wear a Neckie or face covering, and the 
lodge is not open for the bathroom!  

Mark enjoying a train ride at the U-Mall  



      Jessica’s Pet Corner   
   
          Meet April’s Pets   
         
             by Jessica & Kristi   
               Photos by Claudette  
    

 April has two very loved Shiatzus dogs.  Spike is ten 
years old. He’s from Brooklyn, New York. He carries a 
toy all around the house and likes to chase squirrels. 
Spike loves to go on road trips and always packs a 
bottle or glove to chew on for the car ride.    

Gizmo is five years old and loves to play tug of war with 
his toys.  

Both dogs are spoiled every day. 
They like to run loose at the Farrell 
Dog Park. They also love to get dog-
gie treats when they visit the bank.  
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         Learning to Draw 
        An Interview with Scott   
               by Emily K                        
 How long have you been drawing?  I’ve been   
  drawing for several years. I’m mostly self  
  taught. 

 
How did you become interested in drawing and painting?  
When I first took an art class in elementary school.  
 
Have you taken art classes since elementary school?  I took an 
art class later in high school.   
 
Have you ever visited an art gallery or museum?   Yes, I enjoy 
visiting Shelburne Museum.  
 
What sort of things do you like to draw?  Anything that comes 
to mind.      
 
Do you find drawing certain things harder than others 
(example people versus  animals)?  No, I like to draw them all.  
 

Do you find drawing relaxing?  Yes, it helps me to stay focused.  
 
Do you have a favorite drawing instrument? I like to use pens 
and markers.  

Do you prefer painting or drawing?  I like them both.  
 

Have you ever tried using clay or sculpting?  Yes, and I liked it. 
It would be fun to create more art with clay.  

    DIY Art Gallery                    
                   Champlain Voices Update  

by Emily A, Champlain Voices Co-Facilitator 
     
   Greetings from Champlain Voices!!!  We hope you are all well.  
 

 Our group’s been gathering on Mondays at 2:00 for social time and meeting time. These 
many months of Zoom has allowed the group to develop and maintain a festive and 
thoughtful sense of community. There’s time for advocates to share what is going on in 
their lives, time to listen to others and time to make goals for the future. Everyone is wel-
come!!! “Come to Champlain Voices,” Hasan says, “You will get an opportunity for your 
future!” 
 
 The annual elections for Board Officers have taken place. Elections for Champlain Voices 
are both very supportive events and, now that Thomas has added music, very dramatic. 
So dramatic, in fact, that Josh popped in dressed as a reindeer. He was elected to be the 
group’s new Treasurer. He says, “I’m very excited to be a part of this new community and 
let’s continue to spread some joy and love to the world.”  Welcome Josh!  
 
 The other new officers are…drumroll. Nicole, who says “I am ready to take on the presi-
dency role and work with Champlain Voices to continue on with our goals and achieve-
ments.”  Whitley, who says “I’m the new vice president for this year and I am a little nerv-
ous and excited!” Thomas as Secretary. To which I say “Excellent. You have been honing 
your great secretarial skills for years!  Thank you for keeping us organized and on time.” 
Hasan has been re-appointed by the president to continue as GMSA Correspondent.  
Carry on, Hasan! 
 
 The group has decided to combine 3 of last year’s goals by rolling them all into this big 
venture: To raise money and awareness for a CCS wide gathering around the screening of 
the movie Intelligent Lives. Greg- “I have some great ideas for fund raising. The dunking 
booth!” “Get your wallets out because we’re going to make some money for this group.”- 
David.  
 
Stay tuned for more info in the next DIY! 

 
 
 

        Flying Dolphin by Brittany  

                     Be Happy by Brittany   

     Arbok by Scott  
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     Staff Anniversaries & Milestones  
 
The following staff celebrated years of service this 
winter. Congratulations and thank you for your ded-
ication.  
 
3 Years:   Lance McGrath, Judy Ververs &  
                 Morgan Dodd 
4 Years:   Finlay Miller & Roxy Moulton  
5 Years:   Marcia  Daly 
7 Years:   George Ellwood   
14 Years: Mike Reilly  
 
Shared Living Providers:   
1-5 years:      Gail Cameron, Judy Cheeseman, John  
                        Clark, Kara Dowling, Eve Duff, Scott & 
                        Julie Elkins, Kristen Elwood, Jorge  
                        Gonzales, Rebecca Gracie, Pat Grenier, 
                        Josh Jones, Hilery Kenyon, Kayla  
                        Kizziah, Joan Ladouceur, Rachael 
                        Lebeau, Liz Leggett, Heidi Miller,  
                        Challi Maya Neupane, Ashley Prisco,  
                        Ginger Santor & Cathy Stech 
6-10 years:    Mimi DesOrmeaux,  
                        Nicole Giard- Jeter, Victoria  
                        Purinton, Paulette Thibault, Stacey  
                        Towers  & Cindy Shelden 
11-15 years:  Eve Duff, Pam Cook, Dennis & Sally  
                        Greeno, Claudette Kosa, Anna     
                        Mudgett, Kevin O’Brien & Randy       
                        Sightler    

     CCS Events  
 
CCS will be closed on:  
February 15th — President’s Day  
March 5th  —  All Staff Inservice Day  (Closed for Ser-
vices)  
 
Check out the CCS virtual activity calendar at:  
http://ccs-vt.org/virtual-activities/ 

    Woodworking Projects -  An Interview with Randy H    

                                            By Jess and Kristi  
 How long have you been doing woodworking projects?  About 25 years. I started out making mostly  
chairs and Shaker furniture and then the Shelburne Museum asked me to make wood carvings for their 
boats.  
 
 How did you become interested in working with wood?  I’ve always enjoyed working with my hands. I had an  

opportunity to do an  apprenticeship with a wood worker making chairs. This lead to opening my own woodworking business.  
 
Do you have a lot of tools that you use?  Yes, and I’m in the process of paring down extra tools by giving them away or selling them.  

What’s your favorite tool to use?  I like using the carving hatchet.  

What types of wood do you work with? I like working with apple. This wood  has a very unique smell—a deep rich smell. When its wet it 
carves more easily. When its dry its like trying to carve hard stone.  I’ve also used birch, cherry and cedar.  I cut the trees on my property 
and use every part of the tree that I cut down.  

Do you have a favorite item to make? Yes, its called a pocket spoon. It goes in a shirt pocket. It takes 1 to 2 hours to carve. A lady in Eng-
land make this design. I've been carving these spoons for two months now.  

Do you sell the items that you've made?  Yes, I do sell them. Some were sold at the Rokeby Museum. 

Have you taught others woodworking skills? Yes, I’ve taught classes all over VT including the Shelburne School and 
Shelburne Museum, Colchester Parks & Recreation and at Rokeby Museum where they also sell the items I make.   

 

        Keeping in Touch with my Pal     
                     By Andy   Photo by Lucy  
                                  
Because of COVID-19, I’ve been missing my good 
friend, “Troubles”, also known as Sean.  I’ve been doing 
a lot of stuff on my iPad. I Zoom and FaceTime. I  
haven’t seen Sean since last March. We used to work 

together at St. Michael’s College and still hung out together after he 
stopped working at the college. 
 
I wish he could Zoom with us at Global Campus. The GC director,  
Pam asked about him. We all miss him. Sean is pretty funny. We 
taught a few classes together in the beginning at GC. Then we both 
became brave and taught our own classes and crushed it. 
 
The picture above is of us when we Zoomed in January.  Sean was at 
the University Mall, and I was at home.   

Pocket Spoon  

Woodworking Tools  
Spatula and Spoons 
made out of apple  
wood 



512 Troy Avenue 
Colchester, VT 05446 

DIY c/o Champlain Community Services 
512 Troy Avenue 
Colchester, VT  05446 
Phone:  802-655-0511 

Subscribe to our D.I.Y. Newsletter! 
Black & white copies are free. Make a 
contribution and receive a color copy. 
Submit your stories, photos, ideas to: 
jcampbell@ccs-vt.org 

Visit us on the web! 
ccs-vt.org 

Our Mission & Vision: 
Champlain Community Services provides essential 
supports to people with intellectual disabilities and 
autism, building a community where everyone par-
ticipates and belongs.  
 
CCS is in its 53rd year of serving our community, 
and offers coordinated one-to-one supported em-
ployment, home & shared living, school-to-career 
transition, and community supports. 


